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RICO LeBRUN SHOW AT FOUNDERS GALLERY 
NOVEMBER 9 - DECEMBER 22 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
San Diego, Cali~ornia 
Drawings, graphics and paintings by American Expressionist 
Rico LeBrun will be shown at Founders Gallery, University of San 
Diego from November 9 through December 22. This is the first 
showing in Southern California of the private collection of 
Laguna Hills residents Mr. and Mrs. Leslie L. Johnson. 
LeBrurt was born in Naples, Italy in 1900 and served that 
country in World War I before becoming a staineg.-glass artist. 
He was brought to the U.S. by the Pittsburg Plate Glass Company. 
He also worked in New York City as a fashion and advertis i ng artist 
and on W.P.A. mural projects. 
LeBrun settled in California in 1938 and has had long influence 
here upon an entire generation of expressive painting and graphic 
artists • . He died in 1964 . 
According to Professor Theresa Whitcomb, "LeBrun was particu-
larly a forceful and passionate draftsman. His drawings are un-
surpassed i n the retrospect of American art. LeBrun was primarily 
concerned with the human condition. As George Rouault, he often 
expressed that concern through the eternal subject matter of the 
Crucifixion and a comparison for and familiarity with the darker 
side of life. His aim was to explore the mute recesses of human · 
nature and communicate that despair to others." 
Twenty-three pieces will be shown. Founders Gallery is open 
weekdays from 10-4 p.m. and weekends by appointment . 
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